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HT Corraspondant

mhtynranas# s isdees com

VARANASE “Merely 3% pecple
knew about the Protection of
Wimen From Domestic Violence
Act 2006 two years ago, but now
the level of awareness has risen
to16% due b efforts made by our
organestion,” sid Sunita Menon,
the Director of the Education of
Breakthrough.

She was talling about the find-
trigs oF the survey that the orgeme
igsation - had conducted 'in
Luckniow, Kanpur, Varassi and
Mmﬁu@rdﬁhﬂalﬂtw

The Education of
Breakthrough = a global human
rights organisation that wses the
power of media, pop culture abd
community’ mobilisation to
encoursge peaple (o fght for dig-
niity, equality, and justice.

vamaddresshlgamd'r
ering of 350-odd women and stu-
dents during a that the
organization had held here on
Thursday., The ﬂrgamsntmn
named the meeting "Astitva”,

The purpose of the meating
was to promote women's idenits-
ty, dignity and rights in their
homes and in the society.

“Viclence againat women,
especially domestic violence, i
wstally ignored and underre-
ported. Our effort is to highlight
the enormity of domestie vio
lence in UP and bring together
raen; womnen, the eivil society,
and poverTirment spenes o o
violence against women and
enstire that wornen live with dig-
nity and respect in Varanasi and
the entire state)” Menon added.

Girls associated with the
organisation also presented a
puppel show on the oecasion.

Some 12 mingrity commmmity
girls fram Lucknow presented
the programmse,

Through the creative use of
life-gize puppets and training
imparted the i

global hurman rights
organisation, these girls have

DOMESTIC VIDLENCE

“Ensure women'’s dignity’

domastic violenca in Varanas on

effort is to highlight
the enormity of domestic
violence in UP and
together men, women,
civil saciety, and-govt
agencies o curh violence
against women

SUNITA MENDA
Fekization ol Broathrug

taken on g lesdershiprolein edu-
cating people merpss [itar
Pradesh apoul the need to stop
violenee agaimerwomen.

In the past, the organisation
had launched the ‘Bell Bajao’
campaign agninst domestic vio-
lencein Tndia on August 20; 2008,

-mthnﬂMhWMﬁm:ﬂmmMHhﬂhm

=1

SHANKAR CHETORVEDUHTPHROTO

‘IMPLEMENT LAW
EFFECTIVELY IN
UTTAR PRADESH

VARAMASE “The law protecting
women from domestic violence

- needstn bel.l:l'lplﬁm.mtﬂd affie-

tively in the state.”

Thiz iz what the report ol a
suvey conducted in 40 districts
of Uttar Prade=iin the vear 2010
says,

Thé: Association ok Advocacy
and Legal Initintive (AALID), a
Lacknow-based non-govern-

“miental organisation (NGO), had
.conducted the survey with the

help of 100 other arganisations.

organisation warks with
|eal, natiohal, snd internation-
al groups to ensure that- women's
human rights are not viohited,
The NGO in particular foeuses
on ending violence against
Wamen.

“There are no fulltime or inde-
pendent. protection officers
appainted by the state govern-
moenit, Presemtly the said work i
delegated to allicers of fisheries
and statistics departments
are lready overburdened :
hence are not in a pesition to
immpdermend the said sct effecthely
in the state” said AALL pro-
e while talking to- HT here on
Thursday,

“Wea come up with various
farts shiowing that the Protection
af Women -From Domestic
Violence Act 2005, which was
implemented with much
tation, is not working pmperl_v
across the state” she added.

She added the state was yet
o create awareness about the
Jaw: Only 5,538 cazes of domes-
tic violenee had been registered
by protection officers and serv-
ice providers in U between
2006 and Sept 2000, she said,
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‘Astitva’ to promote
women'’s identity

Varanasi: Breakthrough, a human
rights organisation, organised a
women’s advocacy meeting ‘Astitva’
for promoting women’s identity, dig-
nity and rights, within home and so-
ciety at the Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapeeth (MGKYV) on Thursday.

Over 300 women and students
took part in the programme to high-
light the issue of domestic violence
and the Protection of Women against
Domestic Violence Act 2005.

Speaking on the occasion, Sunita
Menon of the organisation said vio-
lence against women, especially do-
mestic violence, was usually ignored
and underreported.

Astitva’ was an effort to highlight
the enormity of demestic violence
in UP and to bring together men,
women, communities civil society
pariners and government agencies
to curb violence against women, pro-
vide access to services and ensure
that women live with dignity and re-
spect, she said.

A cultural programme was also
organised on the occasion featuring
dance performance by the students
of MGKV and puppet theatre group
of the organisatich. Tnn
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